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made them keenly alive to the fact that the responsibility, both individually 
and as a whole, is theirs of maintaining the high standard of our profession, 
and of the necessity of constant growth. I feel justified in saying she will 
always find a warm welcome awaiting her in Omaha. 

Ellen Stewart, R.N., 
Bishop Clarkson Memorial Hospital, Omaha, Neb. 

PERSONAL 

If Annie Alexander of Denver, Colorado, will write to her sister Florence, 
who is in trouble, she will oblige. — Ruth. 

THE BOSTON FLOATING HOSPITAL 

Deab Editob: In the June number of the Journal I read an advertisement 
of the Boston Floating Hospital and went there this last summer to take 
a post-graduate course. There was one thing which I was surprised to find 
and that was that the nurses were expected to go from the hotel where they 
had their rooms down on the street car to the dock in their uniforms. It did 
seem to me that after so much has been written in our Journals and so much 
has been said in our county and state associations about the nurse appearing 
on the street in the sick room uniform that this state of things should not be 
allowed. A great many of the nurses did object. It was very hot, and often 
too hot to wear coats, but some of us did swelter and wore our long coats. 
I wondered after I got there if the Journal knew of the state of affairs if 
it would advertise such a hospital. Of course conditions differ in different 
parts of the country. I know that in our state we are very careful in 
admitting graduates of hospitals to our state association where nurses are 
allowed to go on the street in uniform. Mart I. Hall. 

[While we disapprove, on general principles, of the wearing of the uniform 
on the street, we should hardly consider this a vital question in considering 
the practical value of the graduate experience to be gained from the course as 
advertised. We have yet to hear of a hospital or training school, anywhere 
in the world, where everything is above criticism, but it would seem a simple 
matter, and an improvement, to set apart a stateroom where street costumes 
could be exchanged for uniforms. — Ed.] 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Dear Editor: I wish you might print in "Letters to the Editor" a 
question that I would like answered in regard to practical nurses becoming 
registered nurses without an examination. As I have read the law, and under- 
stand it, they are required to pass an examination, — that was prior to July 1, 
1910, — but I understand that any practical nurse can be a registered nurse with- 
out an examination. A great many graduate nurses think of what use is it 
being a registered nurse when any practical nurse can become one by just 
filling out an application blank and sending in the $10.00 fee? I cannot see, 
if such is the case, how a doctor is going to know whether one is a graduate 
nurse or a practical, if they too can add R.N. to their name. It seems to me 
if practical nurses charge $20.00, a graduate ought to charge $30.00, for only 



